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Study Guide

The objective of this book is to increase students reading skills in the
field of Library and Information Sciences, and to help them become
more independent readers. The book is divided to seven units, each
unit comprising the following parts:

Word Definitions and Exemplifications

This part includes the definitions and exemplifications of the words
that are assumed to be necessary to review before reading the main
passage of each unit. The exercises provided in the section will help
you learn the meaning of the words and use them in sentences on
various topics related to Library and Information Sciences.

Reading Passages

The reading passages of 7 units of the book have been taken from
English essays on a variety of topics related to the field. The main
purpose of this part is to familiarize the students with typical authentic
reading selections; to increase their reading ability; and to help them
perceive facts, ideas, arguments, etc. found in each passage. The true
(T), false (F) exercises, along with multiple-choice items, and open-
ended questions, provided in this section will help students to get a
better view of the topics related to Library and Information Sciences.

IX



Word- Formation Exercises

In this part, you can improve your vocabulary by understanding how
words can be changed to form different parts of speech. Several words
are derived from the main passage of each unit and their parts of
speech are given in the Word- Formation Chart. You should read this
chart carefully and do the exercise that follows it. In this way, you will
learn how to use a word in a variety of ways.

Translation Exercises

There is an ever-increasing demand for the students to become
acquainted with the translation skills. The final part of some units
includes two exercises related to translation skills. Firstly, there is a
short passage, which should be translated into Persian. The students
are required to read the whole passage carefully and translate it into
fluent Persian.The translation must be technically correct, and the
influence of English language should not be detected in the choice or
order of words. Finally, several technical and other required words
and phrases are selected to be provided by their Persian equivalents.

The Answer Keys

Since the book is designed as self- study textbook, the students can
find the answers to all the questions of the various parts of each unit in
the Answer Keys.

Bibliography
A list of the books and the websites, which the passeges have been
chosen from, is provided at the end of the book.

Glossary
The English-Persian glossary includes all the new and required words
and terms for the students.



Pronunciation Guide

This guide (taken from Oxford Online Dictionary) will help you to
understand and use the pronunciation symbols found in this book.

Consonants

p Pen /pen/
b Bad /baed/
t Tea /tiy/

d Did /did/
k Cat /kaet/
g Get /get/
tf Chain /tfem/
dz Jam /dzem/
f Fall /fo:1/
\% Van /vaen/
0 Thin /01n/

) This /d18/

s See /si:/

z 700 /zu:/

) Shoe /fuz/

7 Vision /'vizn/
h Hat /heet/
m Man /men/
n Now /nav/
n Sing /sm/

1 Leg /leg/

r Red /red/

] Yes /jes/
W Wet /wet/

XI
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See
Happy
Sit
Ten
Cat
Father
Got
Saw
Put
Actual
Too
Cup
Fur
About
Say
Go
Go
My
Boy
Now
Near
Hair
Pure

Vowels and diphthongs

/siz/

/'heepi/

/sit/

/ten/

/kaet/

/faz:da(r)/

/got/ (British English)
/so1/

/put/

/'&ktfual/

/tuz/

/kap/

/£3:(r)/

/a'baut/

/ser/

/gau/ (British English)
/gou/ (American English)
/mat/

/bot/

/nav/

/mis(r)/ (British English)
/hea(r)/ (British English)
/pjua(r)/ (British English)

XIII






Unit 1

Library Building Movement at the
Universities of the Islamic Republic of Iran

General Aims

This unit is designed to help you learn about the history of library
buildings in Iran. It will also help you extend your technical
vocabulary and comprehension skills through reading a text on how
today’s libraries came into existence.

Behavioural Objectives

After carefully reading this unit, you are expected to be able to:

1. Define the meaning of the words presented at the beginning of the
unit and complete the exercises 1.1.1, 1.1.2 and 1.1.3.

2. Fully comprehend the text and do exercises 1.2.1, 1.2.2 and 1.2.3.

3. Do the word-formation exercise 1.3.

4. Give appropriate Persian equivalents for the terms chosen from the
text in exercise 1.4.1 and translate the paragraph in exercise 1.4.2.

Word Definitions and Exemplifications

Aesthetic /i:s'Betzk/ ad]

Of or relating to art or beauty
The aesthetic quality of a library building is at times as important as
its functional features.
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Ancient /‘einf@e)nt/ adj
Very old, aged
My brother studies both ancient and modern history of Iran.

Background /'bakgraund/ n.
Circumstances, conditions,
context
The wuniversity policy makers should consider the economic
background of the students.

Characteristic /karakta'ristik/ n.

Feature, quality
Different types of library buildings have some common Iranian and
Islamic characteristics.

Compulsory /kem'pals(3)ri/ adj.

Obligatory, mandatory, required
Having a driving license is compulsory for driving a car in almost all
countries.

Construct /kan'strakt/ V.
Build, make, establish

The university authorities have decided to construct a new library
building within the university campus.

Destroy /dr'stra1/ V.
To damage (something) so
badly that it cannot be repaired.
A lot of library buildings were destroyed during World War IL

Detach /d1'tatf/ V.

Separate, disconnect, remove
There are plans to detach the reference material area from the
periodicals section.
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Distinctive adj.
A feature that distinguishes a
person or thing from others
A distinctive feature of the mosque is a high dome supported with no
pillars.

Dominant /‘dominant/ adj.
Having power and influence
over others,

ruling,governing,orcontrolling
Lions are dominant over the rest of wild animals.

Eager /'izga/ adj.
Strongly wanting to do or have
something, keen, enthusiastic
Kids in the first and second grades are very eager to be among the top
students.

Enumerate /1'njurmarert/ V.
Name one by one, count,
specify as in a list

Can you enumerate the different characteristics of a reference book?

Ignorance /'1gn(a)r(a)ns/ n.
Lack of  knowledge or
information, unawareness
Ignorance was recognized as the main reason for their economic
problems.

Illiteracy /1'lit(s)rasi/ n.

The inability to read or write
Illiteracy rate decreased in the three decades after Iran’s Islamic
Revolution.

Introduce /1ntra'djus/ V.

Propose, present
Our professor introduced some of the most famous library buildings
in the world.
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Monarchy /'monaki/ n.
Acountry that is ruled by a
monarch, such as a king or
queen

For a long time in its history, Iran was governed by various

monarchies.

Relatively /'relatvli/ adv.

Not absolutely, somewhat
In the past, public libraries were relatively unknown to the public.

Retain /r1'tein/ V.

Continue to have something,
keep
Due to lack of renovation funds, our university library building
retains its old architecture.

Synthesis /'s1nB1s1s/ n.

Combination, mixture, something
that is made by combining
different things

Water is a synthesis of Oxygen and Nitrogen.

Trace /tre1s/ V.
To follow or study out in detail

or step by step
Historians havetraced the history of ancient peoples in works of art.

Unique /jur'nizk/ adj.
Unlikeanything  else,  single,
special, uncommon

Some library buildings are unique in their architecture and designs.

Ups and downs

Changeable
There have been many ups and downs in Iran’s history of
development.
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Up-to-date adj.
Recent, modern, the Ilatest,
contemporary

Most people prefer to use up-to-date library facilities rather than the
traditional ones.

Well-planned adj.

Carefullyarranged or designed
Librarians can offer more suitable library services in well-planned
buildings.

1.1. Vocabulary Exercises

1.1.1. Match the words in Column A with their appropriate
equivalents in Column B.

Column A Column B
1. Up-to-date a. present
2. Detach b. very old
3. Enumerate c. somewhat
4. Characteristic d. modern
5. Ancient e. make, build
6. Ignorance f. unawareness
7. Relatively g. separate
8. Construct h. feature
9. Introduce 1. mention

1.1.2. Match the words in Column A with their best Persian
equivalents in Column B.

Column A Column B
1. Unique A G3ly
2. Compulsory b. Glis
3. Trace (v) C. il &K
4. Illiteracy d tes
5. Eager €. .Sy
6. Synthesis f. 05,5 Jls
7. Ups and downs g <l
8. Retain h. a5
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Reading Passage

Library Building Movement at the Universities of the Islamic
Republic of Iran

Although the modern concept of library and information services is
new in Iran, yet there have been many old libraries in ancient Iran. For
understanding the university library building movements in Iran, one
should trace the history of educational institutions in the country.
According to Rokn-Al-Din-Homayoun Farrokh (1965), various types
of libraries existed in ancient Iran. Some of these libraries were
located in educational institutions. In ancient Iran, education took
place in two types of institutions, namely “Madresseh” and
“Nezamiah,” which included their own libraries. These buildings have
gone through many ups and downs. In various wars, earthquakes,
fires, etc. many old libraries were destroyed completely.

Although no trace has been left of most of the famous ancient
libraries, yet descriptions of these are found in many books of Iranian
as well as Arab writers and historians. The bibliographer Ibn-Nadim
enumerates a great part of these libraries in his book Al-Fihrist. Under
the Sassanid empire, Khosrow I established a library for his university
in  Gondishapur. According to Hooshang Ebrami (1975), the
Nizamiyah college was founded as early as 1064. The famous
Nizamiyah in Nishapur, Isfahan and Shiraz each had their own well-
known libraries. Rashid-al-Din Fazlullah, the Minister of Ghazan
Khan, founded many other libraries early infourteenth century. In the
following century and during the Safavid empire, Sheikh Safi library
was founded. , the Prime Minister between 1871 and 1873, founded
the college of theology with a rich library, which is active at present
too. Besides the above-mentioned libraries, some more Royal, private
and special libraries were famous in ancient Iran, which are not being
explained in this study.

The architecture of the ancient library buildings was influenced by,
and could be considered to have been a synthesis of Islamic and
Iranian art. High ceilings and wall shelves with high, arched windows
are the distinctive characteristics of the old library buildings. The
books on each particular subject were housed in separate rooms.
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Therefore, there were many separate rooms for various subjects in
every library building. Ibn Nadim, Yakut Hamawi and many others
have enumerated and explained the characteristics of the old library
buildings in their books.

Before the Constitutional Revolution of 1906, in which a
constitutional monarchy was established, there was an absolute
monarchy in Iran. The rate of illiteracy was very high, estimated to
have been over 95%. Education was limited to some noble families
while the majority of the people were limited to manual work on the
farms. With the Constitutional Revolution of 1906, numerous changes
took place in Iran. Of the most important was that primary education
became compulsory for everybody.  Numerous schools were
established in cities as well as in villages. The close relation
established with the West provided educational opportunities for a
handful of students and scholars, the knowledge and expertise of
whom contributed to the growth of the country. With the growth of
the economy, the standard of living improved and the rigid structure
of the society was changed to include new social classes. Women
were permitted to take part in social activities and the country
witnessed an unprecedented move towards urbanization.

The first modern university, built in the style of western
universities, was established in Tehran in 1934. Shortly thereafter
many more universities and colleges came into being in other large
cities. For every newly established educational institution, at least one
library building was constructed after a certain amount of time. The
mushrooming growth of the number of students interested in higher
education brought about a dramatic increase in institutions of higher
learning, a change that in turn transformed the face of the society.
Likewise, the need for well-planned and modern library buildings
began to be felt seriously by librarians as well as the university
authorities.

Generally speaking, central libraries have not all been very active
in Iranian universities. For this reason, most of the universities have
not owned well-planned central library buildings. The functions of a
central library have often been fulfilled by the well-planned and large
college libraries. In some institutes of higher learning, each
department library provides students with extensive, but specialized,
learning material on the department’s field of expertise. Library
activities are generally not centralized in a faculty-independent center.
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Moreover, some central libraries are only in-charge of cataloguing,
technical processing of books and other administrative works. Lack of
central libraries has been felt even more strongly in medical
universities, which were detached from larger state-funded institutions
after the Islamic Revolution. Thus, in only some of the medical
universities, enough time and funds were allocated to constructing
new library buildings. The earliest central university libraries were
founded in Tehran, Isfahan and Tabriz. The central library of Tehran
University was established in 1950. The large and well-planned
building of this library was also constructed in 1970. It is housed on 9
floors and the total carpet area of the library, at present, is 20,000 m>.
The establishment of this library was the first step in centralization of
academic libraries in Iran.

With this introductory background of the library buildings in Iran,
the following paragraphs proceed to give an overview of the
university library buildings. The architectural characteristics as well as
the various spaces of these library buildings have also been
highlighted. The detailed characteristics of university library buildings
in Iran have been discussed in two time frames: before and after the
Islamic Revolution of 1979.

Before the Islamic Revolution (1979)

Construction of library buildings in the same pattern as those of the
western countries started in the 1960s. Tehran university library
building was the first attempt in its kind and was founded in 1970.
This library building was planned and constructed by a non-Iranian
construction company. The large space of this library building is
useful for various library activities. The library building of Shahid
Beheshti University was established in 1970. This library building is
another of the well-planned university library buildings in Iran. The
foundation of the library building of Shiraz University was laid before
1979, yet the building was completed after the Islamic Revolution.
Similarly, major parts of the library building of Shahid Chamran
University were constructed before the Islamic Revolution, but the
completion had to wait until after the war in 1999. The present central
library building of Payam Noor University was completed in 1974. It
was built to function as the central library of Damavand University of
the time.
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According to the Iranian documentation center, some other
relatively small library buildings such as those of Tabriz, Urmia, Al-
Zahra, Amirkabir, Kerman and Hamadan universities were also
constructed before the Islamic Revolution in Iran. The total covered
area of these original library buildings is about 35,000 squer meters.
Although the number and the total carpet area of the original
university library buildings, constructed during this period (1958-
1979) is not too large, all of these library buildings are still in full use
and are considered well-planned, functional and standard university
library buildings.

After the Islamic Revolution

From 1979 onward, an attempt at reshaping the teaching material and
the administration method of Iranian universities also included a
reconstruction of the university library buildings. However, since
construction of large and well-planned library buildings requires a
great amount of time and money, the majority of the library building
constructions of this era was only concluded in recent years.

Non-Medical University Library Buildings

Library building of Shiraz University opened its doors in 1986. It was
completed by Iranian architects and librarians. Construction of the
library building of Sistan and Baluchistan University was completed
in 1991. It is entirely planned and constructed by Iranian architects
and librarians. Construction of the central library building of Shahrud
University was completed in 1994. It is also a well-planned building
and was constructed by Iranian architects and librarians. Sharif
University of Technology completed its five-storey, well-designed
central library building in 1995. It is constructed within the university
campus despite shortage of space. Three years later, Mazandaran
University opened its newly-constructed central library building. This
library building is also well-planned and unique in the area. Two very
large, well-planned and functional university library buildings, both
famous for their aesthetic features, are those of Shahid Chamran and
Isfahan University. The foundations stone of the library building of
Shahid Chamran University was laid down before 1979, yet the
construction of the building was completed in 1999. The university
being located in the city of Ahwaz, which is on the South-East of the
country and in vicinity of the border with Iraq, the construction of its
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library building had to be delayed during the eight-year war between
Iran and Iraq. Isfahan university library building is the most recent
library, one that was opened in 2000. Almost every standard has been
observed and the required spaces necessary in a modern and up-to-
date university library building have been provided.

Isfahan University of Technology has constructed a large, two-
storey library building. Shahid Beheshti University is also
constructing a four-storey library building quite close to its existing
central library building. Although the present library building of this
university is original and well-planned, a new building is being
constructed to address the needs of the university’s rapidly growing
student body and lack of required space. According to the data
collected, the required floor plans of the new central library building
of Ferdowsi University have been drawn and confirmed by the
university authorities many years ago. The location of the library
building was also foreseen within the large university campus.
However, despite the dire need for a new library building,
construction of the building was only completed recently, a process
which had to be delayed due to various problems including paucity of
funds.

Medical University Library Buildings
The story of medical university library buildings is quite different
from that of the non-medical ones. After the Islamic Revolution in
Iran, medical universities were separated from the Ministry of Higher
Education. Although some of the administrative and teaching
buildings remained with the medical universities, none of the central
library buildings were retained for them. Therefore, medical
universities had to make provisional space for their library material or
construct new library buildings. As many as six medical university
library buildings were constructed during a relatively short period of
time. The total covered area of the newly constructed buildings is
much smaller than those of non-medical university library buildings.
Yet, considering the smaller amount library material of medical
universities, the relatively smaller space provided seems to have been
sufficient for various library activities. In some cases, the old medical
college library buildings are also used as central library buildings.
Sincel979,sixmedicaluniversitylibrarybuildingshavebeenconstructe
dinlran.ThetwocentrallibrarybuildingsofHamadanandKermanshahUni
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versitiesofMedicalSciencesandHealthServicescameintobeingin1986.L1
brarybuildingoflsfahanUniversityofMedicalSciencesandHealthService
swasalsoofficiallyopenedin1988.Likewise,librarybuildingofBirjandUn
iversityofMedialScienceandHealthServiceswasopenedin1989.Arakand
Kashanalsocompletedtheconstructionoftheirnewcentrallibrarybuilding

sin1993and1995respectively. Thetotalcarpetareaofthesebnewlyconstru

ctedlibrarybuildingsisabout6000squaremeters. Thisrelativelysmallcarp

etareaisalmostsufficientforthepresentrequiredspaceofthesaidlibraries.

1.2. Reading Comprehension Exercises

1.2.1. True/False Items

Decide which idea is true (T) and which idea is false (F). Fill in the
pranteses with T or F, in front of each sentence. Try to find a reason
for your decision.

1. Old libraries were destroyed partly because of earthquakes, fire,
etc,in old Iran. ()

2. Before the revolution of 1906, few people were illiterate. ()

3. In the old library buildings, a mixture of the Islamic and Iranian arts
can be seen. ()

4. Before the revolution of 1906, primary education was obligatory for
people. ()

5.ThefirstmodernuniversityoflranwasbuiltinTehranin1934.()

6. Library activities are focused in central libraries in all Iranian
universities.( )

7. Nowadays, medical universities are separate from governmental
universities. ()

1.2.2. Multiple-Choice Items
Using the information given in the passage, choose the best choice (a,
b, ¢, or d) to answer the following questions.
| was the first library building whose structure
resembled that of university libraries in the West.
a) Shahid Beheshti University b) Payame Noor University
¢) Tehran University d) Tabriz University





